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MINING AMENDMENT REGULATIONS (NO. 2) 2017 — DISALLOWANCE 
Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [5.01 pm]: Before we broke 
for question time, I was reminding members of the opposition of the disastrous financial situation they left the 
state in after eight and a half years of government. I reminded them that this disallowance motion before us here 
and now is a chance for them to help rectify the financial mess they left us with. 
Hon Simon O’Brien interjected. 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Madam President, I will not be taking any interjections. I could speak for days but 
I have limited time, so I will make my point and then allow other members to speak. There is nothing more critical 
than repairing the state’s finances. As a government, we are focused on that. As a government, we have been 
looking at — 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: As a government, we have looked at every sector of the Western Australian 
community to help contribute to repairing the state’s finances, including the corporate sector. Budget paper No 3 
includes the various sectors of the community that we are working with to shoulder the massive debt. We have 
tried to be fair with this and we have sought contributions to budget repair from a variety of sources, including the 
public sector. The public sector is shouldering almost $1.75 billion of cuts over the next four years. We have also 
made changes to government trading enterprises. They will contribute almost $475 million over the next four 
years. Householders, too, are paying their price and helping to contribute to budget repair in the form of 
$300 million. The corporate sector is also contributing about $922 million. Everybody has to help rectify the mess 
that we find ourselves in—the mess that members opposite left behind. 
Members opposite have obviously forgotten not only the time they spent on the treasury bench, but also the 
Treasurer’s statement this year that points out the revisions to revenue estimates over the past few months, and 
certainly since the Pre-election Financial Projections Statement came out. Significant issues have affected revenue 
across the board. These include downward revisions to royalty incomes, which are down $1.8 billion due to lower 
iron ore prices and a higher United States–Australian dollar exchange rate, and lower GST grants from the feds, 
which are down $1.7 million thanks to the census. As a result of the census, we also have a lower-than-forecast 
GST payment. There is also weaker taxation revenue and lower tied grants from the commonwealth, which were 
down $572 million due to changes to funding arrangements in the commonwealth’s budget for schools, hospitals 
and other service delivery areas. 
We recognise that we are faced with an enormous task, but the whole community needs to help rectify the mess 
that the mob over the far side left us with. I will absolutely say that they are budget wreckers. By blocking this 
change to the gold royalty rate, they are budget wreckers. 
Several members interjected. 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: This is a key budget measure. Members opposite did not try to fix the problems; 
they did not stop their spending in eight and a half years! 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! We have 15 minutes left before we finish today. I ask that you listen to the minister’s 
reply in silence. 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: This is a key budget repair measure. It is very unfortunate that it seems likely there 
will be a $400 million hole in the state’s revenue. We believe this is a fair initiative. Members have to look only 
at the lack of commentary or the absence of statements from goldminers to the Australian Securities Exchange. 
They have not indicated to the ASX that this will have any impact on their finances and normally they would. We 
have heard absolutely nothing from them. That is a sure sign there will be no material change to the industry. In 
fact, there are fluctuations in the gold price on a daily basis. I get the iron ore and gold prices every morning. We 
will see more changes on a daily basis than we will see as an impact of this measure. 
This is another case of the Liberal and National Parties choosing to be economic vandals and it is terribly 
disappointing. Everybody should be paying their fair share. As a result of this motion, I can guarantee that the 
Liberals and Nationals’ action will mean that mums and dads and everybody in this state will have to shoulder 
more of the burden, and that is a terrible shame. I cannot understand why members opposite are not backing us in 
this area and not making sure that the whole community shares the burden. 
I could go on for ages but I know that the member who moved this motion is very keen to make some final 
comments. I appreciate members’ cooperation this afternoon. We are very keen to address this matter this 
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afternoon, so I will sit down now and I urge the member to make her comments in reply as brief as she can so we 
can vote on this issue. 
HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral — Deputy Leader of the National Party) [5.08 pm] — in reply: 
I thank the minister; I appreciate that. I will be brief. I want to thank members of the house for their comments on 
this really important issue. It has taken up the Legislative Council’s time for the last three days, but it is 
exceptionally important because it goes to the heart of Western Australia’s budget. I say to the members of the 
government that this is their budget and they have the opportunity to show some political will in their 
decision-making. Their political will can assist them with their AAA credit rating, which Minister Ellery discussed, 
because it is part of the assessment. Members opposite have to show some political will in being able to make 
some tough decisions. If government members really think that the people of Western Australia and corporate 
citizens should pay their fair share, I suggest they need to grow some intestinal fortitude and canvass the whole of 
the resource industry, including BHP and Rio Tinto, so they pay their fair share. They need the intestinal fortitude 
to have that conversation and stop accepting, on behalf of the people of Western Australia, that because state 
agreements are in place, members cannot have a conversation with them. That is rubbish. The government sets the 
direction of the state. I really encourage it to do that. 
I also heard the rhetoric by members and comments over the past couple of days that gold is our asset. I ask 
members to please not throw that rhetoric around in this house if they are not prepared to have exactly the same 
conversation with the iron ore sector. 
I want to conclude by saying that I heard a lot of background noise from Hon Darren West during this debate but 
no substantive comment. He did not raise himself to have any discussion throughout this debate. The only thing 
he was saying was, “What about the gold price in 2015?” I will tell him what the gold price was in 2015. These 
figures were supplied to me by the WA Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety. In 2015, the gold 
price was $1 554. In 2016–17, it was $1 687 an ounce. Does the member know what it is today? It is $1 652 today. 
Does the member know why that does not matter? In March 2017, when the Labor Party went to the election and 
lied to the people of Western Australia, it did not suggest that the gold industry should pay more at that time. The 
price of gold per ounce on 11 March was exactly the same as it is today. If the Labor Party really thought that was 
the right policy position to take to the election and it thought it was fair, it should have done it then. That is why 
this does not matter. 
I thank members of the house. I also want to thank the Leader of the Government in the Legislative Council for 
allowing the house to have this debate and for being exceptionally accommodating throughout that process. 
I commend the motion to the house. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken with the following result — 

Ayes (17) 

Hon Martin Aldridge Hon Donna Faragher Hon Robin Scott Hon Colin Tincknell 
Hon Jacqui Boydell Hon Nick Goiran Hon Tjorn Sibma Hon Ken Baston (Teller) 
Hon Jim Chown Hon Rick Mazza Hon Charles Smith  
Hon Peter Collier Hon Michael Mischin Hon Aaron Stonehouse  
Hon Colin de Grussa Hon Simon O’Brien Hon Dr Steve Thomas  

 

Noes (16) 

Hon Robin Chapple Hon Sue Ellery Hon Alannah MacTiernan Hon Darren West 
Hon Tim Clifford Hon Diane Evers Hon Kyle McGinn Hon Alison Xamon 
Hon Alanna Clohesy Hon Adele Farina Hon Matthew Swinbourn Hon Pierre Yang 
Hon Stephen Dawson Hon Laurie Graham Hon Dr Sally Talbot Hon Martin Pritchard (Teller) 

            

Pair 

Hon Colin Holt Hon Samantha Rowe 

Question thus passed. 
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